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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion  : Sunday Morning Service 
Date   : December 30, 2018 
 
TITLE   : GOD’S STANDARDS 
Text/s   :   
 
Jer 9:23-24 
23 Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 
24 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the 
LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these 
things I delight, saith the LORD. 
(KJV) 
 
1 Cor 1:31 
31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 
(KJV) 
 
2 Cor 10:17 
17 But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 
(KJV) 
 
 
Bible Reading :  
 
Ps 36:5-7 
5 Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds. 
6 Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: O LORD, thou 
preservest man and beast. 
7 How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust 
under the shadow of thy wings. 
(KJV) 
 
Gal 6:14 
14 But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 
(KJV) 
 
Ps 91:14-16 
14 Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, 
because he hath known my name. 
15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, 
and honour him. 
16 With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation. 
(KJV) 
 
Song/s   : 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
It is remarkable how different are our human standards of value from those of God.  But what 
should be the criteria by which men recognize hearts of loving-kindness, attitudes of justice, and 
characters of righteousness?  These are attributes of our Saviour; and it is our achievements in 
these areas that determine our real standing, in the scale of eternity, before Him. 
 
Human wisdom, might and riches generate pride, and pride is what the Bible says,  
 
1 Tim 3:6 
6 Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil. 
(KJV) 
 
Prov 16:18-19 
18 Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. 
19 Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud. 
(KJV) 
 
Isa 14:12-14 
12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the 
ground, which didst weaken the nations! 
13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 
stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 
14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 
(KJV) 
 
 

PARADOX OF OUR TIMES 
 

We have bigger houses and smaller families 
More conveniences and less time 

We have more degrees but less common sense 
More knowledge but less judgment 

We have more experts but more problems 
More medicine but less wellness 

We spend to recklessly 
Laugh too little 
Drive too fast 

Get angry too quickly 
Stay up too late 
Read too little 

Watch TV too much 
And pray seldom 

 
We multiplied our possession but reduced our values 
We talk too much, love too little and lie too often 

We learned how to make a living but not a life 
We’ve added years to life, but notlife to years 
We have taller buildings but shorter tempers 

Wider freeways but narrower viewpoints 
We spend more but have less 
We but more but enjoy it less 

We’ve been all the way to the moon and back 
But have trouble crossing the street to our neighbors 
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We’ve conquered outer space but not inner space 
We’ve split the atom but not our prejudice 

 
We write more, learn less 

Plan more but accomplish less 
We learned to rush but not to wait 

We have higher incomes but  lower morals 
We build mnore computers to hold more information to produce more copies 

But have less communication 
 

We are long on quantity but less in quality 
We have fastfoods but we have slow digestion 

Tall men but short character 
More leisure and less fun 

More kinds of food but less nutrition 
Fancier houses but broken homes 

 
 
 
A) The standards of this world 
 
 1) Wisdom 
  

Acts 17:18-21 
18 Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered him. 
And some said, What will this babbler say? other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of 
strange gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection. 
19 And they took him, and brought him unto Areopagus, saying, May we know what this 
new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is? 
20 For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: we would know therefore what 
these things mean. 
21 (For all the Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing 
else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.) 
(KJV) 

 
 
 2) Might (strength) 
 

Deut 8:17 
17 And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me 
this wealth. 
(KJV) 
 
1 Sam 17:4 
4 And there went out a champion out of the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath, of 
Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. 
(KJV) 
 
Dan 3:15 
15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the 
image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my 
hands? 
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(KJV) 
 
Dan 4:30-31 
30 The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of 
the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? 
31 While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king 
Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee. 
KJV 
 
Acts 12:20-23 
20 And Herod was highly displeased with them of Tyre and Sidon: but they came with one 
accord to him, and, having made Blastus the king's chamberlain their friend, desired 
peace; because their country was nourished by the king's country. 
21 And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his throne, and made an 
oration unto them. 
22 And the people gave a shout, saying, It is the voice of a god, and not of a man. 
23 And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the glory: 
and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost. 
(KJV) 

 
 
 3) Riches 
 

Job 31:24-25 
24 If I have made gold my hope, or have said to the fine gold, Thou art my confidence; 
25 If I rejoiced because my wealth was great, and because mine hand had gotten much; 
(KJV) 
 
Ps 49:6-7 
6 They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches; 
7 None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for 
him: 
(KJV) 
 
Ps 52:5-7 
5 God shall likewise destroy thee for ever, he shall take thee away, and pluck thee out 
of thy dwelling place, and root thee out of the land of the living. Selah. 
6 The righteous also shall see, and fear, and shall laugh at him: 
7 Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength; but trusted in the abundance of 
his riches, and strengthened himself in his wickedness. 
(KJV) 
 

 
 
B) The Biblical Truth 
 
 1) On Wisdom 
 

1 Cor 1:26-29 
26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are called: 
27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God 
hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 
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28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, 
and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 
29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. 
(KJV) 
 
1 Cor 3:19-20 
19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the 
wise in their own craftiness. 
20 And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 1:20-22 
20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not 
God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 
21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 
22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 
(KJV) 
 
Ps 49:10-12 
10 For he seeth that wise men die, likewise the fool and the brutish person perish, and 
leave their wealth to others. 
11 Their inward thought is, that their houses shall continue for ever, and their dwelling 
places to all generations; they call their lands after their own names. 
12 Nevertheless man being in honour abideth not: he is like the beasts that perish. 
(KJV) 
 
1 Cor 2:6-7 
6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this 
world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: 
7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God 
ordained before the world unto our glory: 
(KJV) 
 
2 Cor 1:12 
12 For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly 
sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation 
in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward. 
(KJV) 

 
 
 2) On Riches 
 

1 Tim 6:17 
17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in 
uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; 
(KJV) 
 
Matt 6:19-21 
19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves break through and steal: 
20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 
21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
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(KJV) 
 
Ps 62:10-11 
10 Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in robbery: if riches increase, set not 
your heart upon them. 
11 God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God. 
(KJV) 
 
1 Tim 6:10-11 
10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they 
have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 
11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, patience, meekness. 
(KJV) 
 
James 5:1-3 
1 Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. 
2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. 
3 Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, 
and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last 
days. 
(KJV) 
 
Rev 3:17-18 
17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; 
and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 
 
18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white 
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not 
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 6:10 
10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, 
and yet possessing all things. 
(KJV) 
 
Luke 16:11 
11 If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit 
to your trust the true riches? 
(KJV) 
 
1 Tim 4:8 
8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having 
promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. 
(KJV) 
 
2 Cor 4:7-9 
7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be 
of God, and not of us. 
8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in 
despair; 
9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; 
(KJV) 
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 3) On Might 
 

2 Cor 12:9 
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. 
(KJV) 
 
Matt 28:18 
18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth. 
(KJV) 
 
Zech 4:6 
6 Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto 
Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might , nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of 
hosts. 
KJV 
 
2 Chron 32:7-8 
7 Be strong and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all 
the multitude that is with him: for there be more with us than with him: 
8 With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the LORD our God to help us, and to fight our 
battles. And the people rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah king of Judah. 
KJV 
 
Ps 20:6-8 
6 Now know I that the LORD saveth his anointed; he will hear him from his holy heaven 
with the saving strength of his right hand. 
7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the LORD 
our God. 
8 They are brought down and fallen: but we are risen, and stand upright. 
KJV 
 
Ps 33:13-18 
13 The LORD looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men. 
14 From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth. 
15 He fashioneth their hearts alike; he considereth all their works. 
16 There is no king saved by the multitude of an host: a mighty man is not delivered by 
much strength. 
17 An horse is a vain thing for safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great strength. 
18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his 
mercy; 
KJV 
 
Ps 44:3 
3 For they got not the land in possession by their own sword, neither did their own arm 
save them: but thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy countenance, because 
thou hadst a favour unto them. 
KJV 
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C) The true standards 
 

1) Loving kindness is the measure of true wisdom 
 

James 3:13 
13 Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good 
conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. 
(KJV) 
 
James 3:17-18 
17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 
intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 
18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 8:24 
24 Wherefore shew ye to them, and before the churches, the proof of your love, and of 
our boasting on your behalf. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:12 
12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against 
you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the 
day of visitation. 
KJV 

 
 
2) Right judgment is the measure of true power 

 
Rom 1:4 
4 And declared to be the Son of God with power , according to the spirit of holiness, by 
the resurrection from the dead: 
KJV 
 
Rom 2:3 
3 And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the 
same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 1:10 
10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak 
the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment . 
KJV 
 
Phil 1:9-11 
9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all 
judgment ; 
10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without 
offence till the day of Christ; 
11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory 
and praise of God. 
KJV 
 



9 

 

1 Cor 1:18-25 
18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are 
saved it is the power of God. 
19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the 
understanding of the prudent. 
20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not 
God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 
21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 
22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 
23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness; 
24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and 
the wisdom of God. 
25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger 
than men. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 1:29 
29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 12:9-10 
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. 
10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, 
in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. 
(KJV) 

 
Phil 3:10 
10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 
(KJV) 

 
 
3) Righteousness is the criterion of true riches 

 
Prov 8:18 
18 Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness. 
(KJV) 
 
Prov 11:4 
4 Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness delivereth from death. 
(KJV) 
 
Ps 89:14-18 
14 Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go 
before thy face. 
15 Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk, O LORD, in the light 
of thy countenance. 
16 In thy name shall they rejoice all the day: and in thy righteousness shall they be 
exalted. 
17 For thou art the glory of their strength: and in thy favour our horn shall be exalted. 
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18 For the LORD is our defence; and the Holy One of Israel is our king. 
(KJV) 
 
Micah 6:8 
8 He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, 
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 
(KJV) 
 
Gal 6:14 
14 But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 
(KJV) 

 
 
NOTICE THAT ALL THESE ARE IN CHRIST 
 
Rev 5:11-12 
11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and 
the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 
thousands; 
12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power , and riches , and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 
KJV 
 
 
WISDOM 
 
1 Cor 1:30-31 
30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness , and 
sanctification, and redemption: 
31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 
KJV 
 
Col 2:3 
3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
KJV 
 
 
POWER 
 
Col 2:10 
10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 
KJV 
 
Matt 28:18 
18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth. 
KJV 
 
 
RICHES 
 
Eph 1:7 
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7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of his grace; 
KJV 
 
Eph 3:8 
8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among 
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 
KJV 
 
Phil 3:9 
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 
KJV 
 


